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Wimpole Street," his sister's misconduct, and "felt himself
accessary by all the dangerous intimacy of his unjustifiable
theatre." * It was the dangerous intimacy fostered among a set of
giddy young folk of both sexes by an emotional play of dubious
morality that was the evil.2
Mansfield Park is a complicated story; at least six distinct
lines of interest are interwoven without ever growing confused.3 m^n^f
The constructive skill is first-rate, and is strictly based on a firm *****s^
grasp of character and its far-reaching effects. In thorough
craftsmanship none of the novels stands higher. The opening
chapters show Jane Austen in full tide of accomplishment j and
although the level of style, in both diction and narration, is not
always kept to the same high mark, there is no conspicuous ebb.
The subordinate characters are as adequately drawn in their
degree as the foremost; and there is one comic figure that can
be put beside Mr Collins himself, and has the advantage of being
not in the least a caricature. Sir Thomas was too forbearing when
he classed Mrs Norris as " one of those well-meaning people
who are always doing mistaken and very disagreeable things ";
she is naturally selfish and spiteful, though she may have persuaded
herself that she was at least well-meaning. Having obstinately
kept a blind eye to what was going on, Mrs Norris cannot be
acquitted of a share in the disastrous sequel. But she has furnished
never-failing amusement for the spectator; and Jane Austen
dismisses her at the end as contemptuously as she had Mrs Ferrars
and Lady Catherine. After all, true poetic justice has put her to
shame and held her up to ridicule at every appearance.
1 Chap, xlviii.
* A full account of the play is given by W. Reitzel (Rev. of Eng. Studies, ix.,
October 1933).
8 Taking merely the love affairs and rivalries in the comedy of intrigue, we
have : (i) Fanny in love from the first with Edmund Bertram, who is in love
with Mary Crawford until her lack of principle disgusts him ; (2) Maria Bertram
engaged and then married to Rushworth, then running off with Crawford, whom
she always preferred j (3) Julia Bertram, similarly disappointed of Crawford^
eloping with Yates j (4) Mary Crawford, setting her cap at Edmund, but un-
willing to marry a clergyman $ (5) Henry Crawford, flirts with Maria and Julia,
makes first insincere and then earnest love to Fanny, bolts with Maria, now Mrs
Rushworth ; (6) Edmund Bertram, in love with Mary Crawford, makes Fanny
his confidant; unaware that she is in love with him all the time.^ This is only *
mechanical analysis of the relations between the characters on this particular side;
but there are other characters and other interests, and a very different analyst!
could be made from another point of view.